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Lumberport Elementary Recognized as First HOPE BEAR SCHOOL In West Virginia
Lumberport, WV (February 9, 2011)    Lumberport Elementary has been recognized as a HOPE
BEAR SCHOOL: A Partner in Positive Education by The Oklahoma City National Memorial & 
Museum.  Fourth and Fifth grade students incorporated The Hope Trunk as part of a social studies 

Project directed by social studies teacher, Patti Haught, and Sharon Clagett, M.A.CCC-SLP, 

speech pathologist.  The Hope Trunk is a program using the story of the bombing to educate 

students about the senselessness of violence and the need to find more peaceful means to solve 

our differences.  The trunk contains artifacts, visual materials, literature books and classroom exercises 
that involve character lessons, regular math, geography and reading/literature and writing exercises.  “I 

believe the Hope Trunk has left a lasting impression on our students,” stated Mrs. Haught, “and it proved 
to be an excellent teaching tool!” 

The social studies classes continued the Hope Trunk Project with writing/language arts 

teacher, Kim Howell and Kelley Coulter, a student teacher during the 2010 fall semester.  

Students wrote responses to actual messages left at The Oklahoma City National Memorial Fence.  

Student writings were sent to the Museum in the Hope Trunk when it returned to Oklahoma City.

Character lessons are offered to all Lumberport Elementary students from The Hope Trunk 

Learning Resources for Teachers.  


Lumberport Elementary is the first HOPE BEAR SCHOOL recognized in West Virginia.  Hope 
Bear Schools are given a Hope Bear and receive a certificate of formal proclamation from 

the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum.  Lumberport Elementary School is listed on 

the Memorial’s website as an official Hope Bear School and a partner with the Memorial in 

fulfilling The Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum Mission.  Lumberport students plan to raise  

funds for a Survivor Tree seedling to plant in front of the new Lumberport Elementary currently under 
construction.    
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